
Welcome to the 2019 Speculative Fiction Festival.

Speculative fiction has a huge influence on popular culture and 
the 2019 Speculative Fiction Festival is packed with insightful 
explorations of science fiction, fantasy and horror; practical 
advice on writing, marketing and publishing; and inspirational 
discussions of cutting-edge concepts to fire your creative 
imagination. 

Our panellists come from a broad range of backgrounds and 
experiences, and their work is as diverse as you could possibly 
imagine. Listen as they discuss their craft, learn insider tips 
on creating the best speculative fiction, and understand the 
many different roads to publication. Sign up for one of our 
kaffeeklatsches and pose your burning questions to authors, 
editors and publishers. Meet and lunch with other like-minded 
writers and be inspired to take your writing to the next level. 

Join us for a day of discovery and wonder. It’s everything a 
speculative fiction writer could want.

HOW TO BOOK

Online at writingnsw.org.au or by phone (02) 9555 9757

Writing NSW Member $60 / Member Concession $50 / Non-Members $90

There is plenty of free parking on-site. There will be food and filter coffee available for purchase 
on the day. 

Writing NSW (formerly NSW Writers’ Centre) is located in the grounds of Callan Park, Balmain 
Road, Lilyfield. For directions and public transport options, visit our website writingnsw.org.au.

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through the Australia Council for the Arts, 
its arts funding and advisory body, and the NSW Government through Create NSW.

Keith Stevenson
Festival Director
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Festival Speakers:
Elise Bohan is the author of the world’s first in-
depth history of transhumanism. She also penned 
the introduction to the popular Dorling Kindersley 
book, Big History, and has taught Big History (a course 
spanning 13.8 billion years of cosmic evolutionary 
history) at Macquarie University alongside the 
founder of the field, Professor David Christian.

James Bradley is an award-winning author and critic. 
His books include the novels Wrack, The Deep Field,  
The Resurrectionist and Clade, as well as The Change 
Trilogy for young adults. In 2012 he won the Pascall 
Prize for Australia's Critic of the Year. He blogs at 
cityoftongues.com.

Shankari Chandran works as a lawyer in the social 
justice field. In 2017, she published her first two 
novels, Song of the Sun God and The Barrier, which 
was short-listed for the 2018 Norma K Hemming 
Award for speculative fiction. She is the Create NSW 
Writer's Fellow for 2018/2019.

Hannah Donnelly is a writer who explores Indigenous 
futures, speculative fiction and responses to climate 
trauma. Her recent work has appeared in Sovereign 
Words: Indigenous Art, Curation and Criticism, Office of 
Contemporary Art Norway (2018), Reading Victoria, 
Melbourne City of Literature (2018), Acclaim Issue 38 
(2018) and more.

By day, Aaron Dries works as a mental health and 
homelessness case manager. By night, he writes. His 
novels include House of Sighs, its sequel The Sound 
of His Bones Breaking, Where the Dead Go to Die (with 
Mark Allan Gunnells), A Place for Sinners, and The 
Fallen Boys. His short fiction has been published in 
numerous anthologies and magazines.

Brendan Fredericks. Book head. Drinker. Word 
wrangler. Wannabe Muay Thai fighter. Publicist. 
Literary agent. Author manager. Director of 
BFredericksPR. Born and raised in Balmain, Brendan 
still lives in Sydney.

Michael Gillings is a Distinguished Professor of 
Biological Sciences at Macquarie University. His 
primary research area is evolutionary genetics, 
but he publishes and lectures on diverse topics, 
including the Anthropocene, biological diversity 
and conservation, the existential threats of digital 
technology, the human microbiome and the 
evolution of antibiotic resistance. His human biology 
classes attract more than 1000 students each year.

Sam Hawke has wanted to write books ever since 
realising as a child that they didn’t just breed them 
in libraries. She is a lawyer by day, teaches Japanese 
jujitsu by night, and lives in Canberra with her 
husband, two miniature ninjas and two idiot dogs. 
Her debut epic fantasy, City of Lies, was released in 
2018.

David M Henley is director and publisher at Brio 
Books, and head of the Fantastica imprint. He is the 
author of a futuristic thriller, The Hunt for Pierre Junior 
(The Pierre Junior Omnibus).

For ten years, Mitchell Hogan put off his dream of 
writing; then he quit his job and wrote A Crucible of 
Souls, winner of the 2013 Aurealis Award for Best 
Fantasy Novel. Now an author of seven novels 
across four different series, he is eternally grateful 
to the readers who took a chance on an unknown 
self-published author.

Robert Hood is an award-winning writer of various 
forms of speculative fiction, including horror, dark 
fantasy, weird, crime, and science fiction. Once 
referred to as "Aussie horror's wicked godfather," 
Robert's most recent book is Peripheral Visions: The 
Collected Ghost Stories, a massive work that covers 
his lengthy career, which was declared winner of the 
2015 Australian Shadows Award for Best Collection.

Dionne Lister is USA Today’s bestselling fantasy 
and cozy mystery author. A Sydneysider, editor, 
avid reader, lover of good food and cats, she holds 
an associate degree of creative writing and self-
published her first novel in 2012. She has since 
published numerous novels and still has her sanity, 
or so she likes to believe.

Catherine McKinnon is an award-winning writer 
of novels, plays and short stories. Her most recent 
novel, Storyland, was shortlisted for the 2018 Miles 
Franklin Award, the 2018 Barbara Jefferis Award and 
the 2018 Voss Literary Prize, longlisted for the 2018 
Indie Book Awards, and was named one of ABC TV’s 
The Book Club’s Five of the Best in 2017.

Margaret Morgan is a novelist and screenwriter 
with a background in law and biological science. 
Her speculative fiction thriller, The Second Cure, was 
published by Penguin Random House in 2018 and 
she is currently working on its miniseries adaptation 
with Bunya Productions.

Freelance editor Abigail Nathan has run Bothersome 
Words Editing & Writing Services for over ten years. 
She has edited for Australian trade publishers, 
including HarperCollins, Penguin Random House 
and Hachette, as well as publishers in the UK and 
USA. She also works regularly with emerging and 
self-publishing writers — editing, mentoring, and 
helping them to develop their work.

Shauna O'Meara is a three-time Aurealis Award 
finalist whose stories have been published in 
Interzone, Cosmos Magazine, On The Premises and 
Everything Change as well as several Australian 
anthologies. 



Mykaela Saunders is a Koori and Lebanese 
working-class, queer creative and critical 
writer, and researches Indigenous Futurisms 
at the University of Sydney where she also 
teaches Indigenous Studies seasonally. She 
was born in her ancestral Dharug lands in 
Sydney’s west, and grew up between there 
and Tweed Heads as part of the Minjungbal-
Nganduwul community. She now lives in 
Melbourne.

Cat Sparks is a multi-award-winning 
Australian author, editor and artist. Career 
highlights include attaining a PhD in science 
fiction and climate fiction, five years as 
fiction editor of Cosmos Magazine, running 
Agog! Press, studying with Margaret 
Atwood, 75 published short stories, a 
collection and a far future novel, Lotus Blue. 
She’s a regular panellist and speaker at 
speculative fiction events.

Keith Stevenson is the author of Horizon, 
a science fiction thriller published by 
HarperCollins Impulse, editor of Dimension6, 
the free electronic magazine of Australian 
speculative fiction, and publisher with 
coeur de lion publishing.

Tiffany Tsao is the author of the humorous 
fantasy novel, The Oddfits, and its sequel, The 
More Known World (AmazonCrossing). Her 
literary thriller, Under Your Wings, came out 
with Penguin in 2018. She has also translated 
three books from Indonesian into English, 
including Norman Erikson Pasaribu’s queer 
speculative poetry collection, Sergius Seeks 
Bacchus (Giramondo, 2019).

Based in Sydney, Kyla Ward has written 
short fiction, articles and poetry, including 
Stoker, Ditmar and Rhysling nominees, and 
won one-third of an Aurealis Award for her 
co-written novel, Prismatic. An actor (in 
Sydney's only Grand Guignol theatre) and 
occasional playwright, she has travelled 
widely and rhymed adventurously. Her 
interests include history, occultism and 
scaring innocent bystanders.

Shirley Jackson Award winner Kaaron 
Warren was guest of honour at the World 
Fantasy Convention in 2018 and will be 
guest of honour at Stokercon and New 
Zealand’s Geysercon in 2019. Kaaron has 
published five novels (Tide of Stone the most 
recent) and seven short story collections, 
including her most recent, Primer to Kaaron 
Warren.
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Program and speakers are subject to change without notice.

Patrick White Room Judith Wright Room

10–11am That Was Then, This Is Now
We all have gateway novels that introduced us to the amazing 
worlds of fantasy, sci-fi or horror. Our panel discusses the 
books that got them hooked on the genre and how those 
works stack up today. 

Do they come across as racist or sexist? Do they still function 
as stories? How has writing changed for today’s readers and 
what are the must haves and taboos in contemporary SF/F/H 
storytelling?

James Bradley, Shankari Chandran, Sam Hawke (chair), Robert Hood

11am–12pm World Building 101
The best speculative fiction creates immersive worlds that feel 
both realistic and filled with wonder. But building an imaginary 
universe can be daunting. Just how far should you go? Our 
panel shares their tricks and tips for breathing life into the 
fictional.

Mitchell Hogan, Catherine McKinnon, Mykaela Saunders, 
Keith Stevenson (chair) 

11am–12pm The Art Of The Deal
Authors discuss their journeys to publication — the ups and 
downs, the must dos and definitely don’ts. Do you need an 
agent? If so, how do you get one? What about rights, advances 
and royalties? Just what is the art of the deal? 

Brendan Fredericks, Sam Hawke, David Henley (chair), Tiffany Tsao

12–12.45pm Kaffeeklatsches
Sign up on the day for an intimate chat with our knowledgeable guests and ask them your burning questions about writing 
practice, getting published, and the business of being a writer.

James Bradley, Shankari Chandran, David Henley, Dionne Lister, Catherine McKinnon, Abigail Nathan, Kaaron Warren

12.45–1.45pm LUNCH

1.45–2.45pm Don’t Worry! Self-Publishing 
Doesn’t Mean ‘Do It Yourself’
Self-publishing is a great way to get your work out there but 
you don’t need to do it all by yourself. Hear authors, editors 
and service providers talk about the most effective paths to 
self-publishing and discover the essentials to building your 
self-publishing team.  

Mitchell Hogan, Dionne Lister, Abigail Nathan,  
Keith Stevenson (chair)

1.45–2.45pm The Creeping Dread, The Frightful Scare
Our panel of seasoned horror writers eviscerate the craft of 
writing true horror. What keeps them from sleep or wakes 
them in the middle of the night, how do they translate their 
worst fears onto the written page and what techniques do 
they use to truly frighten their readers?  

Aaron Dries, Robert Hood (chair), Kyla Ward, Kaaron Warren

2.45–3.45pm Science Fiction Now
Our panel of science fiction authors explain why they love 
writing sci-fi, who inspires them, what themes and issues they 
focus on in their work, and discuss the current state of the 
industry and the art.  

Shankari Chandran, Margaret Morgan, Shauna O’Meara,  
Cat Sparks (chair)

2.45–3.45pm The Real And The Not Real
‘Write what you know,’ they say. But how does the act of fitting 
our lived experience into a narrative framework change what 
we think we know? Our panel discusses what they’ve learned 
through the process of transforming the real into fantastical, 
speculative and horrific works.  

Hannah Donnelly, Aaron Dries, Catherine McKinnon (chair), 
Tiffany Tsao

3.45–4pm BREAK

4–5pm Ideas Generator
There’s a strong connection between science and speculative 
fiction. Writers use theories and ideas at the cutting edge 
of scientific study and technology to inform their stories. 
Our panel of writers and scientists takes you on a journey of 
extrapolation to fire your creative imaginings about what the 
future will be like.

Elise Bohan, James Bradley, Michael Gillings,  
Margaret Morgan (chair)

5–6pm DRINKS ON THE VERANDAH

Saturday 29 June 2019, 10am – 6pm
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