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To whom it may concern 
 
Writing NSW Application 
 
I am delighted to write in support of Writing NSW’s application for funding assistance for its 
festival program. I am in the unusual position of having appeared at three of them – the Kids 
and YA Festival, the Speculative Fiction Festival and Quantum Words, and in all cases I found 
them an incredibly invigorating and professionally beneficial experience.  
 
Unusually, Writing NSW’s festival program is specifically tailored to a professional and semi-
professional audience, and those who attend are almost exclusively writers or aspiring writers. 
This focus on a particular audience allows sessions to be designed with their interests in mind, 
and for discussions to centre upon the sorts of creative, professional and practical questions that 
concern them. 
 
Obviously one measure of success for festivals and other events is participation rates, and on 
this score these festivals, all of which have sold out in advance, have been extremely successful. 
But my personal conversations with attendees suggest the attendees have also found all three of 
the festivals I have attended an incredibly positive experience, with clear professional and 
creative benefits, not the least of which was the way the relatively informal nature of the events 
allows them to interact with guests between and after sessions. 
 
Nor are the benefits of the festivals confined to attendees. The festivals also offer an invaluable 
opportunity for guests to meet their peers, and to hear them talk about the same questions the 
attendees are interested in. Speaking personally that has been invaluable, allowing me to develop 
networks and relationships with others working in my field. This was particularly true in the case 
of Quantum Words, which brought me into contact with a wide range of science writers and 
journalists I would not have encountered any other context, and has opened up several 
important creative and professional opportunities.  
 
In combination these factors underline the ongoing importance of Writing NSW’s festival 
program. As the Australian literary landscape becomes ever more precarious, the opportunities 
they offer both writers and aspiring writers to share expertise, discuss challenges and develop 
networks is vital. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
James Bradley 
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This letter is written on behalf of Sweatshop: Western Sydney Literacy Movement in support of Writing 
NSW’s application to the Australia Council. Sweatshop is based at Information + Cultural Exchange, 
Parramatta. Since 2009, Sweatshop’s goal has been to empower culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities through reading, writing and critical thinking initiatives. Over the past decade, Sweatshop has 
mentored an ongoing ensemble of emerging and established writers from Western Sydney who have come 
to be known as the Sweatshop Writers Group. Sweatshop has also facilitated writing workshops and 
residencies in schools and universities, produced anthologies, novels, podcasts and short films, and we 
have presented book launches, readings and performances at writers’ festivals across Australia. You can 
find out more about Sweatshop by visiting the Sweatshop website: www.sweatshop.ws 
 
In 2017, Sweatshop entered into a formal partnership with Writing NSW to establish Boundless – Australia’s 
first-ever festival of diverse writers. The festival had proven to be an extremely empowering experience for 
culturally diverse writers and audiences from around Australia, and most specifically those in Western 
Sydney. This included the culturally diverse community of writers within Sweatshop who appeared in the 
festival as authors, performers and arts activists. Two years on, we are now only weeks away from the 
second Boundless Festival, and a new generation of Sweatshop Writers are gearing-up for the only 
Australian literary festival that is uniquely designed to mirror their contributions to our eclectic industry.  
 
Beyond Boundless, Writing NSW has always played a vital role in supporting CaLD writers from Western 
Sydney. Over the past decade our cohort of writers have been invited to participate in festivals presented by 
Writing NSW such as the EWF Roadshow and the ongoing Talking Writing events. Furthermore, our writers 
have regularly been commissioned to contribute critical pieces to the Writing NSW newsletter, Newswrite.  
 
Sweatshop strongly values the advocacy and support that Writing NSW has provided CaLD Western 
Sydney communities over the years, and we are proud to offer this letter of support. In particular, we 
strongly support the continuation of Boundless, which has already proven itself to be a welcomed and 
culturally significant literary festival during a time when Australia celebrates its highest levels of citizens from 
non-English speaking backgrounds in history. Sweatshop would also like to confirm that we will continue to 
work as a partner with Writing NSW on projects such as Boundless in the years to come. Our ongoing 
partnership will include our financial support, marketing and publicity support, production and event support, 
and resources we can make available to Writing NSW through our connection to Western Sydney University 
and I.C.E, including office spaces for writers and venues for various literary events.  

 
      
 
 
 

Dr Michael Mohammed Ahmad | Founding Director  
27 September 2019 






