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Writing NSW and Bankstown Arts Centre are proud to present Boundless, the festival of 
Indigenous and culturally diverse writers. Join us for a free day of performances, readings, 
panel discussions, and an exhibition. Boundless is presented in association with Sweatshop 
and guest curators. 

Follow us on social media: #Boundless19

Presented by:

Supported by:







10–11.00am     What Is This Thing Called Consciousness? 

Philosophers and scientists have long struggled to define the nature of consciousness. A neuroscientist, an expert in artifical intelligence and 
a writer on anaesthesia try to pin down this elusive state. With Kate Cole-Adams, Ian Gibbins, Jane McCredie (chair), and Toby Walsh.

3.30–4.30pm     Writing Nature 

Writing about nature has often been seen as a romantic pursuit, but it can also have political and social implications. A historian, a poet, a 
critic and a zoologist discuss the many ways writers engage with the natural world and how that might be changing. With Evelyn Araluen, 
Danielle Clode, Delia Falconer (chair), and Tom Griffiths.

4.30–5.15     Pitch Your Science Story Idea

Have a brilliant science story idea but don’t know where to place it? Whether you’re a scientist, a writer or both, this is your chance to give a 
two-minute pitch to a panel of expert editors, publishers and broadcasters for instant feedback and advice. Submit the title of your work at 
registration between 10am–2.30pm. Stephen Pincock chairs a panel including Kate Aubusson (Sydney Morning Herald), Catherine Armitage 
(Nature), David Henley (Brio Books), Karen McGhee (Australian Geographic), and Jonathan Webb (Radio National).

2.30—3.30pm     The Poetry of Science

Poets have been mining science for ideas and imagery since at 
least the days of John Donne. Five contemporary poets explore 
the ways science has enriched their work. With Tricia Dearborn, 
Benjamin Dodds (chair), PS Cottier, Ian Gibbins, and ∏ O.

2.30—3.30pm      Loving the Apocalypse

Apocalyptic tales have always been a staple of speculative fiction, 
whether it’s climate change or nuclear destruction. Fiction writers 
and a climate scientist talk about what draws us to such stories 
and the meanings they have today. With James Bradley, Hannah 
Donnelly, Lesley Hughes (chair), and Lisa Walker.

1—2.30PM  LUNCH

1.15–2.15pm      Meet the Experts 
With Ellen Broad, Danielle Clode, Cathy Craigie, Ian Gibbins, Lesley 

Hughes, Toby Walsh, Bianca Nogrady & John Pickrell

 1–2pm      Writing For Scientists Workshop 

 With Stephen Pincock                       

5.15–6.15PM  DRINKS ON THE VERANDAH

Drinks on the verandah with a performance from Π O and the announcement of the Quantum Words Science Poetry Competition winners.
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11–12.00pm     Beyond Stereotypes: Writing Mental Illness

How do you go about writing a lived experience of mental illness? 
Is it all right for people without that experience to write about 
such subjects and, if so, how? Writers with a diverse range of 
experiences wrangle these complex questions. With James Best, 
Annaliese Constable, Peter Polites, and Nicola Redhouse (chair).

12–1.00pm     Writing the Universe 

It’s the biggest topic of them all. Poetry, Indigenous knowledge, 
speculative fiction and Western astronomy come together in this 
session on writing about the universe. With Cathy Craigie, PS 
Cottier, Simon Petrie (chair), and Fred Watson. 
Sponsored by CSIRO Publishing

11–12.00pm      Alternative Facts: Writing About Science in a 
Post-Truth World

Whether it’s immunisation or climate change, science often 
seems to be under attack in our post-truth world. Do we need 
more understanding of science in the community? And what can 
writers and scientists do about it? With Craig Cormick, Emma 
Johnston, Benison O’Reilly, Nicky Phillips, and Jonathan Webb.

12–1.00pm     Frankenstein’s Monster: Scientific Hubris

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein celebrates its 200th birthday in 2018, 
but the questions it inspires are still relevant. What happens when 
scientists over-reach, creating more problems than they solve? 
How might writers respond to such hubris? With Ellen Broad, 
Benjamin Dodds, Natasha Mitchell (chair), and Margaret Morgan.



 

#QuantumWords18

Speakers
  Evelyn Araluen is a poet, teacher and researcher working with 

Indigenous literatures at the University of Sydney. She won the 
Nakata Brophy Prize for Young Indigenous Writers in 2017 and the 
Judith Wright Poetry Prize in 2018. Born and raised in Dharug country, 
she is a Bundjalung descendant.  James Best is an award-
winning GP who developed a special interest in autism, after his 
youngest son Sam was diagnosed in 2004. In 2017 his book, Sam’s 
Best Shot, chronicled a 6-month backpacking journey he and Sam 
undertook around Africa.  James Bradley is a writer and critic. His 
books include the novels Wrack, The Resurrectionist and Clade. He 
has twice been shortlisted for the Bragg Prize for Science Writing, and 
in 2012 won the Pascall Prize for Australia’s Critic of the Year.  Ellen 
Broad is the author of Made by Humans: The AI Condition, an 
independent consultant and expert in data sharing, open data and AI 
ethics. She has worked in technology policy and implementation in 
global roles, including as head of policy for Open Data Institute. 

 Danielle Clode is the author of nine environmental and historical 
non-fiction books for adults and children. She has a background in 
psychology, a doctorate in zoology and lectures in creative and 
scientific writing.  Kate Cole-Adams is a Melbourne-based writer 
and journalist. Her book Anaesthesia: The gift of oblivion and the 
mystery of consciousness is a personal, journalistic and philosophical 
exploration of what happens when we go under.  Annaliese 
Constable is a writer, performer and queer rights activist working 
across stand-up, queer performance and theatre. Annaliese explores 
themes of class, gender, sexuality, disability and race through writing 
about her own experiences.  Craig Cormick is an author and 
science communicator. He has worked for CSIRO and Questacon. In 
2013 he was voted Unsung Hero of Science by the Australian Science 
Communicators.  PS Cottier edited The Stars Like Sand: Australian 
Speculative Poetry with Tim Jones.  Her poem about climate change 
appears in the latest Best Australian Science Writing, and her prose 
pamphlet Paths Into Inner Canberra describes wildlife near Parliament 
House.  Cathy Craigie is a Gamilaroi and Anaiwon woman from 
northern NSW and has worked in media and the arts for over 20 years. 
Cathy is particularly interested in First Nations’ stories and their 
relevance today, and is currently developing a play transforming the 
Gamilaroi traditional story of the seven sisters constellation.  Tricia 
Dearborn is an award-winning poet. She has a degree in chemistry/
biochemistry with Honours in biochemistry, and worked briefly in 
scientific research. Her collection Autobiochemistry (forthcoming in 
2019) is named for a long autobiographical sequence based on the 
chemical elements.  Benjamin Dodds is the author of Regulator. 
He recently completed a chapbook, The Ease of Eggs, and is currently 
writing a second full-length collection concerning a cross-fostered 
chimpanzee raised in a psychotherapist’s 1960s’ Oklahoma home. 

 Hannah  Donnelly is a writer. Her work experiments with 
Indigenous futures, speculative fiction and responses to climate 
trauma.  Delia Falconer is the author of two novels (The Service of 
Clouds and The Lost Thoughts of Soldiers) and Sydney, a personal 
history of her hometown. Her review-essay ‘The Opposite of Glamour’, 
about writing responding to the sixth great extinction, won the 2018 
Walkley-Pascall prize for arts criticism.  Ian Gibbins is a widely 
published poet, electronic musician and video artist, with three 
collections of poetry. He used to be an internationally-recognised 
neuroscientist and professor of anatomy.  Tom  Griffiths is a 
historian whose books and essays have won prizes in history, science, 
literature, politics and journalism. He is the WK Hancock Professor of 
History at the Australian National University and author of Hunters 
and Collectors, Forests of Ash, Slicing the Silence and The Art of Time 
Travel.  Lesley Hughes is a distinguished professor of biology and 
pro vice-chancellor research at Macquarie University. She is a climate 
change researcher and a councillor with the publicly funded Climate 
Council of Australia. Lesley is a regular contributor to The Monthly.  

 Emma  Johnston is dean of science and professor of marine 
ecology and ecotoxicology at UNSW Sydney.  Professor Johnston 
frequently contributes expert opinion to government agencies and is 
a sought-after science communicator and industry consultant. 

 Jane McCredie is a writer, journalist, critic and the director of 
Quantum Words festival of writing about science. She reviews science 
books for the Australian and is a regular opinion columnist for the 
Medical Journal of Australia. She is the author of Making Girls and 
Boys: Inside the science of sex and a former editor of The Best 
Australian Science Writing.  Natasha Mitchell  is a multi-award-
winning journalist and host of ABC Radio National’s new science, 
culture and storytelling show, Science Friction. She has presented 
flagship ABC programs including All in the Mind and Life Matters, 
served as vice president of the World Federation of Science 
Journalists, was an MIT Knight Journalism Fellow, and  past editor of 
the Best Australian Science Writing anthology.  Margaret Morgan 
has worked as a solicitor in criminal law, as a screenwriter, and in 
biology. Her short fiction has been published in literary journals 
including Meanjin. She has won an international popular science 
writing award. The Second Cure is her first novel.  Bianca Nogrady 
is a freelance science journalist, author and broadcaster. Her work 
has appeared in the Guardian, Nature, Scientific American, New 
Scientist, Australian Geographic, on the ABC and BBC websites, and 
in four editions of the Best Australian Science Writing anthology.  ∏ 
O has performed at most venues in and around the south eastern 
portion of Australia and has represented Australia at the International 
Poetry Festival in Colombia, the Weltklang Festival in Berlin, Bangkok, 
and toured the USA (16 cities). He is the editor of Unusual Work 
magazine.  Benison O’Reilly is a medical writer and pharmacist. 
She is co-author of two health books for consumers, the bestselling 
Complete Autism Handbook and Beyond the Baby Blues. A passionate 
‘autism mum’, Benison has closely followed the vexed vaccines-
autism debate for almost two decades.  Simon Petrie is a NZ-
born, Canberra-based science fiction writer and research scientist. 
His work is characterised by scientific detail, humour, and the Oxford 
comma. He’s a three-time winner of the Sir Julius Vogel Award and in 
2012 achieved a coveted Dishonourable Mention in the Bulwer-Lytton 
Fiction Contest.  Nicky Phillips is a news editor, and the Asia-
Pacific bureau chief, for Nature news.  John Pickrell is an award-
winning journalist, the author of Flying Dinosaurs and Weird Dinosaurs 
and a former editor of Australian Geographic. He has worked in 
London, Washington DC and Sydney for publications including New 
Scientist, Science, Science News and Cosmos.  Stephen Pincock 
has been working as a science journalist, author, editor and publisher 
for more than 20 years in Australia, the US, and Europe.  Peter 
Polites emerged from SWEATSHOP: Western Sydney Literacy 
Movement. He has been published in Overland, Meanjin and The 
Lifted Brow. His first book is Down the Hume, a queer noir published 
by Hachette.  Nicola  Redhouse is interested in the ways we 
conceive of mental experience. Her hybrid memoir Unlike the Heart: a 
story of brain and mind is out through UQP in March 2019. Her work is 
in Meanjin, Island magazine, The Big Issue and Kill Your Darlings. 

 Lisa Walker’s climate change comedy, Melt, and her debut young 
adult novel, Paris Syndrome, came out this year. She has published 
three other novels and an essay about climate change in Griffith 
Review. Lisa has worked in environmental communication and has 
degrees in creative writing and natural resource management. 

 Toby Walsh was named by the Australian newspaper as a “rock 
star” of Australia’s digital revolution. He is Scientia Professor of 
Artificial Intelligence at UNSW and a fellow of the Australian Academy 
of Science. He regularly appears in the media talking about AI and 
robotics. His latest book is 2062: The World that AI Made.  Fred 
Watson has recently been appointed Australia’s first Astronomer-at-
Large, following his career with the former Australian Astronomical 
Observatory. He is best known for his radio and TV broadcasts, talks, 
and other outreach programs, which earned him the 2006 Eureka 
Prize for Promoting Understanding of Science. He has also written a 
number of award-winning books.  Jonathan Webb is a lapsed 
neuroscientist and a former BBC science reporter, now working as 
the ABC’s science editor. He manages a team of 20 science journalists 
and producers working across radio, the web and social media, and 
appears regularly on Radio National. 
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9.15–9.50am The Breakfast Club
Meet fellow writers and representatives from key organisations 
which provide opportunities for children’s and YA writers to 
develop their careers.

Jane McCredie (Writing NSW), Susanne Gervay (SCBWI),  
Lindy Batchelor (CBCA & ACLA), Wendy Fitzgerald (CBCA),  
Emily Banyard (ASA), and Joanne Simpson (Australia Council )

9.30am–9.50am Writers’ Groups – The bridge to 
publication
Members of the Writing NSW Monday Night Children’s Writers 
Group will discuss the benefits of belonging to a dynamic 
writing group and how it helped them get published.

Debra Tidball, Lisa Nicol, Marian McGuiness, and Katrina Roe (chair)

10–11am Writing with Passion
Deborah Abela talks to Belinda Murrell about the highs and 
lows of Deborah’s career, her passions, inspiration, writing 
process, and being part of a writing community.

11am–12pm Girl Power!
Books featuring strong female protagonists are in demand. 
Four leading authors discuss creating girl protagonists who are 
brave, fun, and adventurous.

Jacqueline Harvey, Yvette Poshoglian, Laura Sieveking,  
and Belinda Murrell (chair)

11am–12pm Picture Books with Heart, Hope and Humour
Four picture book creators discuss the joys and difficulties 
of writing picture books tackling diverse themes such as 
creativity, imagination, courage, freedom, identity, and 
dementia.

Paul Russell, Dub Leffler, Kirli Saunders, Aura Parker,  
and Sarah Davis (chair)

12–1pm Tackling Big Issues for Young Adults
How do authors deal with serious issues in YA literature?  
How do they create diverse YA voices? What are their 
challenges and joys?

Eleni Hale, Megan Jacobson, Tamar Chnorhokian, James Bradley,  
and Will Kostakis (chair)

12–1pm The Business of Writing
How do you build a long-term career as a writer? These 
highly successful authors discuss the nitty-gritty business of 
a writing life.

Kate Forsyth, Garth Nix, Louise Park, and AL Tait (chair)

1–2pm LUNCH

2–3pm Make Me Laugh
Publishing trends come and go, but the perennial favourite 
in children’s literature is humour. How do you create funny 
books which kids love?

Oliver Phommavanh, Tim Harris, RA Spratt, and  
Jacqueline Harvey (chair)

2–3pm Fantastical Worlds
Five phenomenally successful authors explain how they create 
fantastical worlds of magic and wonder, and keep readers 
coming back for more.

Jaclyn Moriarty, Garth Nix, James Bradley, and Kate Forsyth (chair)

3–3.45pm Publishers Reveal the Inside Story
These industry leaders discuss the latest trends, what they are 
looking for, the state of the market and an insight into how the 
publishing industry works.

Zoe Walton (Random House), Chren Byng (HarperCollins), 
Clare Hallifax (Omnibus), Garry Evans (Harbour Publishing), 
and Louise Park (chair)

3–3.45pm Differing Paths to Publication
A panel of writers with very different publishing routes discuss 
the pros and cons of partnership publishing, multi-media 
storytelling, self-publishing, and traditional publishing.

Anne Donnelly (independently published), Jacqueline de Rose-
Ahern (partnership publishing), Graham Davidson (multimedia), 
and Katrina Roe (chair)

3.45–4pm BREAK

4–5pm Pitching Session: Kids and Young Adult Novels
Pitch your idea for a kids or young adult book to an expert 
panel. Writers will have one minute to pitch their idea. 

Zoe Walton (Random House), Garry Evans (Harbour Publishing), 
and Claire Craig (Pan Macmillan)
Please note: Those interested in pitching will need to submit 
a 100-word written pitch before midday. Please read the 
pitching tips on the Writing NSW website.

4–5pm Pitching Session: Picture Books
Pitch your idea for a picture book to an expert panel. Writers 
will have one minute to pitch their idea. 

Chren Byng (HarperCollins), Clare Hallifax (Omnibus),  
and Suzanne O’Sullivan (Hachette)
Please note: Those interested in pitching will need to submit 
a 100-word written pitch before midday. Please read the 
pitching tips on the Writing NSW website.

5–6pm DRINKS ON THE VERANDAH

KIDS & YA FESTIVAL
SATURDAY 30 JUNE 2018



KIDS & YA FESTIVAL SPEAKERS:
After finishing a teaching degree, Deborah Abela produced 
and wrote a national kids’ TV show before leaving to write 25 
books, including Grimsdon, Teresa: A New Australian, Wolfie: An 
Unlikely Hero, The Stupendously Spectacular Spelling Bee, and 
The Most Marvellous Spelling Bee Mystery. Deborah has won 
awards for her work but mostly hopes to be as brave as her 
characters.  James Bradley is an award-winning author 
and critic. His books include the novels Wrack, The 
Resurrectionist, Clade, and The Penguin Book of the Ocean, as 
well as the best-selling YA novels, The Silent Invasion and The 
Buried Ark.  Chren Byng is the publisher for ABC Children’s 
Books at HarperCollins Publishers Australia. She is proud to 
publish books from many of Australia’s most-loved authors 
and illustrators, including Emma Quay, Judith Rossell, Beck 
and Matt Stanton, Katrina Nannestad, Alison Lester, Frances 
Watts, Andrew Daddo, Glenda Millard, and Stephen Michael 
King.  Tamar Chnorhokian is associate director of 
Sweatshop. She completed a communications degree in 
writing and publishing at Western Sydney University in 
2004. Her debut novel is The Diet Starts on Monday 
(Sweatshop 2014). She is the recipient of the 2016 Copyright 
Agency WestWords Western Sydney Emerging Writers’ 
Fellowship and is currently developing her second work of 
fiction.  Claire Craig is the children’s publisher at Pan 
Macmillan Australia. She has also worked at Granta in the 
UK, HarperCollins Australia and ABC Books.  Graham 
Davidson writes speculative fiction for all ages and 
illustrates picture books for 3–6-year-olds. He also animates 
his picture books for the childhood literacy initiative, 
Storytime Lane, that he’s developed in partnership with 
children’s author Emily S Smith.  Sarah Davis illustrated 
her first picture book in 2008, and in 2010 she quit her day 
job and began illustrating books full-time. Since then, she 
has illustrated 39 books and been short-listed for more than 
30 major awards in Australia and New Zealand. Her first 
book as author/illustrator will be released by HarperCollins 
in 2019.  Jacqueline de Rose-Ahern is a Canberra author 
and recipient of the ACT Writers’ Centre 2017 Anne 
Edgeworth Fellowship. Her debut picture book, Charlie’s 
Adventures…in Hawaii, was short-listed for the Speech 
Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards and chosen as 
a finalist in the American Best Book Awards. The second 
book in the Charlie’s Adventures series will be released in 
2018.  Anne Helen Donnelly is a Sydney-based author/
illustrator. She has targeted the preschool/kindy market 
with her Ori Octopus series. The third Ori book is due out in 
mid-2018 and combines another of Anne’s passions, the 
care of our environment. She is an engaging children’s 
presenter, having done 67 events in 2017 and thoroughly 

enjoys having fun and entertaining kids.  After twelve years 
as a bookseller, Garry Evans established the Harbour 
Publishing House in 2011 fired by the passion to discover 
and nurture new Australian voices. A champion of diversity 
in publishing, Garry sees his mandate as to find the voices of 
tomorrow and to nurture a new generation of Australian 
storytellers.  Kate Forsyth wrote her first novel aged 
seven. She has since sold more than a million copies 
worldwide and been named one of Australia’s favourite 15 
novelists. The Impossible Quest, her fantasy adventure 
series for children, has been optioned for a film. Kate also 
has a doctorate in fairy tale studies and is an accredited 
master storyteller.  Eleni Hale’s debut, Stone Girl, is 
published by Penguin Random House. In a previous working 
life, she was a reporter at the Herald Sun, a communications 
strategist for the union movement and published across 
many print and online news publications. She has received 
three Varuna awards, lives in Melbourne and is currently 
working on her second book.  Clare Hallifax is publisher of 
the Omnibus Books imprint at Scholastic, and manager of 
Scholastic’s digital publishing program. She has worked with 
many esteemed children’s book creators including Mem 
Fox, Julie Vivas, Judy Horacek, Libby Gleeson, Kerry Argent, 
Emily Rodda, and Michael Gerard Bauer. Whether working 
with established writers or new voices, discovering new 
stories never loses its appeal.  Tim Harris is one of the 
most exciting children’s authors in Australia. His first book, 
Exploding Endings: Painted Dogs & Doom Cakes was awarded 
Honour Book at the 2017 KOALAs. The lead title in his new 
series, Mr Bambuckle’s Remarkables, was listed as a Notable 
Book by the CBCA in 2018.  Jacqueline Harvey is one of 
Australia’s most popular children’s authors, best known for 
her Alice-Miranda and Clementine Rose series. She has just 
released Kensy and Max: Breaking News the first book in a 
brand-new spy series. Jacqueline has received numerous 
short-listings and awards and her picture book, The Sound of 
the Sea, was a CBCA Honour Book.  Megan Jacobson is a YA 
author whose debut novel, Yellow, was short-listed in the 
Older Readers category of the 2017 CBCA Book of the Year 
Awards. Her second novel, The Build-Up Season, is short-
listed for the 2018 Ethel Turner Prize for Young People’s 
Literature. She has also written for television and has had 
several short stories published.  Will Kostakis is an award-
winning author, but his real claim to fame is a Twitter spat 
with Guy Sebastian. After dabbling in celebrity journalism 
and reality TV, he now writes for young adults. His latest 
novel, The Sidekicks, recently won the IBBY Australia Ena 
Noel Award.  Dub Leffler has written two books for 
children and illustrated for over 20 publications, collaborating 
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Kate Forsyth Jacqueline Harvey Katrina Roe



with the likes of Shaun Tan, Sally Morgan and Banksy. His 
latest book, Sorry Day, written by Coral Vass and published 
by The National Library of Australia, will be out in May 2018. 

 Jaclyn Moriarty is the prize-winning, best-selling author 
of novels for young adults including the Colours of Madeleine 
trilogy. The Extremely Inconvenient Adventures of Bronte 
Mettlestone, Jaclyn’s first book for middle-grade readers, has 
been short-listed for the Reading Children’s Book Prize and 
the Aurealis Awards, and named a CBCA Notable Book.  
Belinda Murrell is the best-selling, internationally published 
author of more than 30 books for children and teenagers, 
most of which feature strong, curious, and adventurous girl 
protagonists. Her popular series include Pippa’s Island, Lulu 
Bell, and The Sun Sword fantasy trilogy. Her award-winning 
historical timeslip novels include The River Charm, The 
Forgotten Pearl, The Ivory Rose, and The Lost Sapphire.  A full-
time writer, Garth Nix has also worked as a literary agent, 
marketing consultant, book editor, book publicist, book 
sales representative, bookseller, and as a part-time soldier in 
the Australian Army Reserve. His books have appeared on 
many bestseller lists, including the New York Times, and have 
been translated into 41 languages.  Suzanne O’Sullivan 
has published picture books, fiction and nonfiction for 
children of all ages. The best moments of her job are when 
she reads a manuscript or sees an illustration that transports 
her as vividly as the books she read growing up. She has 
published authors and illustrators such as Jessica Townsend, 
Shaun Tan, AL Tait, Zana Fraillon, and Binny.  Louise Park 
draws from a strong background in literacy to produce her 
blockbuster best-selling series that include Zac Power Test 
Drives, Spy Recruit, Boy vs Beast, Star Girl, Bella Dancerella, 
Harriet Clare, and her latest series D-Bot Squad. She writes 
under her own name as well as the successful pseudonyms 
HI Larry, Mac Park, and Poppy Rose.  Aura Parker is an 
exciting new voice in children’s publishing. Her work is 
whimsical and full of details to pore over. Twig, Aura’s first 
picture book as writer and illustrator, is the 2017 CBCA Book 
of the Year: Early Childhood Notable. Aura’s new book, 
Cocoon, will be out soon followed by a bunch of cheeky 
meerkats for Meerkat Splash next year.  Oliver Phommavanh 
is a Thai-Australian author and comedian who uses his 
primary school teacher skills to entertain kids all across 
Australia and Asia. He is proud to be an author ambassador 
for the NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge and Room to Read. 
His books include Thai-riffic, Punchlines, The Other Christy, and 
Super Con-nerd, along with Natural Born Loser out in August. 

 Yvette Poshoglian is the author of over 30 books for 
young readers, including the best-selling Ella and Olivia 
series. She has also written historical fiction and has a 

passion for colonial Sydney history. Yvette is a high school 
English teacher and recently ran the NSW Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. She is also a media producer and education 
consultant.  Katrina Roe is a picture book author and 
broadcaster who loves talking about books almost as much 
as she enjoys reading them. Her newest book is a 
philosophical picture book, Lily’s Balloon (Wombat Books), 
which teaches kids that it’s not all about them!  Paul 
Russell has always been passionate about stories, even 
before he could read. Determined never to grow up and lose 
his imagination, he is a teacher, playwright, father, artist and 
author—but maybe not always in that order. He is passionate 
about children’s literacy and building an appetite within 
children for the written word.  Kirli Saunders is a proud 
Gunai woman. She is a children’s author, poet, educator, and 
motorcycle enthusiast. Kirli founded the Poetry in First 
Languages project. Her first children’s picture book, The 
Incredible Freedom Machines, has been selected for Bologna 
Book Fair 2018. Her second picture book, Our Dreaming, will 
be released by Scholastic in 2019.  Laura Sieveking has 
been an editor for many years and in recent times has turned 
to writing books of her own. She has had many educational 
titles published and in 2017 her series, The Royal Academy of 
Sport for Girls, was published by Penguin Random House. 
Her new series, Amelia Chamelia, will be published in 2019. 
Laura is senior editor at Scholastic.  Kate Simpson is a 
children’s author and co-host of popular children’s book 
podcast, One More Page. Kate’s debut picture book, Finding 
Granny, will be released on 1 July with EK Books.  RA Spratt 
wrote Friday Barnes, Girl Detective, and The Adventures of 
Nanny Piggins. Her new series is The Peski Kids—the story of 
siblings who have to stop fighting with each other for just 
long enough to fight crime. RA lives in Bowral with her 
husband and two daughters. She has three chickens, two 
goldfish, and a dog.  AL Tait is the internationally published 
best-selling author of two middle-grade series: The 
Mapmaker Chronicles and The Ateban Cipher. She has 
worked as a professional writer across many disciplines for 
more than 25 years and thinks being a children’s author is 
the best job in the world. Her alter-ego, Allison Tait, co-hosts 
the So You Want To Be A Writer podcast.  Zoe Walton is a 
publisher of books for young readers at Penguin Random 
House Australia. Zoe edits New York Times best-selling author 
John Flanagan, whose Ranger’s Apprentice and Brotherband 
series have sold 15 million copies worldwide. She also 
publishes many popular and award-winning Australian 
authors, including Deborah Abela, Tristan Bancks, Fleur 
Ferris, Emily Gale, Tim Harris, and Belinda Murrell.
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10–11am That Was Then, This Is Now
We all have gateway novels that introduced us to the amazing 
worlds of fantasy, sci-fi or horror. Our panel discusses the 
books that got them hooked on the genre and how those 
works stack up today. 

Do they come across as racist or sexist? Do they still function 
as stories? How has writing changed for today’s readers and 
what are the must haves and taboos in contemporary SF/F/H 
storytelling?

James Bradley, Shankari Chandran, Sam Hawke (chair), Robert Hood

11am–12pm World Building 101
The best speculative fiction creates immersive worlds that feel 
both realistic and filled with wonder. But building an imaginary 
universe can be daunting. Just how far should you go? Our 
panel shares their tricks and tips for breathing life into the 
fictional.

Mitchell Hogan, Catherine McKinnon, Mykaela Saunders, 
Keith Stevenson (chair) 

11am–12pm The Art Of The Deal
Authors discuss their journeys to publication — the ups and 
downs, the must dos and definitely don’ts. Do you need an 
agent? If so, how do you get one? What about rights, advances 
and royalties? Just what is the art of the deal? 

Brendan Fredericks, Sam Hawke, David Henley (chair), Tiffany Tsao

12–12.45pm Kaffeeklatsches
Sign up on the day for an intimate chat with our knowledgeable guests and ask them your burning questions about writing 
practice, getting published, and the business of being a writer.

James Bradley, Shankari Chandran, David Henley, Dionne Lister, Catherine McKinnon, Abigail Nathan, Kaaron Warren

12.45–1.45pm LUNCH

1.45–2.45pm Don’t Worry! Self-Publishing 
Doesn’t Mean ‘Do It Yourself’
Self-publishing is a great way to get your work out there but 
you don’t need to do it all by yourself. Hear authors, editors 
and service providers talk about the most effective paths to 
self-publishing and discover the essentials to building your 
self-publishing team.  

Mitchell Hogan, Dionne Lister, Abigail Nathan,  
Keith Stevenson (chair)

1.45–2.45pm The Creeping Dread, The Frightful Scare
Our panel of seasoned horror writers eviscerate the craft of 
writing true horror. What keeps them from sleep or wakes 
them in the middle of the night, how do they translate their 
worst fears onto the written page and what techniques do 
they use to truly frighten their readers?  

Aaron Dries, Robert Hood (chair), Kyla Ward, Kaaron Warren

2.45–3.45pm Science Fiction Now
Our panel of science fiction authors explain why they love 
writing sci-fi, who inspires them, what themes and issues they 
focus on in their work, and discuss the current state of the 
industry and the art.  

Shankari Chandran, Margaret Morgan, Shauna O’Meara,  
Cat Sparks (chair)

2.45–3.45pm The Real And The Not Real
‘Write what you know,’ they say. But how does the act of fitting 
our lived experience into a narrative framework change what 
we think we know? Our panel discusses what they’ve learned 
through the process of transforming the real into fantastical, 
speculative and horrific works.  

Hannah Donnelly, Aaron Dries, Catherine McKinnon (chair), 
Tiffany Tsao

3.45–4pm BREAK

4–5pm Ideas Generator
There’s a strong connection between science and speculative 
fiction. Writers use theories and ideas at the cutting edge 
of scientific study and technology to inform their stories. 
Our panel of writers and scientists takes you on a journey of 
extrapolation to fire your creative imaginings about what the 
future will be like.

Elise Bohan, James Bradley, Michael Gillings,  
Margaret Morgan (chair)

5–6pm DRINKS ON THE VERANDAH

Saturday 29 June 2019, 10am – 6pm

S P EC U L AT I VE  FICTION FESTIVAL



Festival Speakers:
Elise Bohan is the author of the world’s first in-
depth history of transhumanism. She also penned 
the introduction to the popular Dorling Kindersley 
book, Big History, and has taught Big History (a course 
spanning 13.8 billion years of cosmic evolutionary 
history) at Macquarie University alongside the 
founder of the field, Professor David Christian.

James Bradley is an award-winning author and critic. 
His books include the novels Wrack, The Deep Field,  
The Resurrectionist and Clade, as well as The Change 
Trilogy for young adults. In 2012 he won the Pascall 
Prize for Australia's Critic of the Year. He blogs at 
cityoftongues.com.

Shankari Chandran works as a lawyer in the social 
justice field. In 2017, she published her first two 
novels, Song of the Sun God and The Barrier, which 
was short-listed for the 2018 Norma K Hemming 
Award for speculative fiction. She is the Create NSW 
Writer's Fellow for 2018/2019.

Hannah Donnelly is a writer who explores Indigenous 
futures, speculative fiction and responses to climate 
trauma. Her recent work has appeared in Sovereign 
Words: Indigenous Art, Curation and Criticism, Office of 
Contemporary Art Norway (2018), Reading Victoria, 
Melbourne City of Literature (2018), Acclaim Issue 38 
(2018) and more.

By day, Aaron Dries works as a mental health and 
homelessness case manager. By night, he writes. His 
novels include House of Sighs, its sequel The Sound 
of His Bones Breaking, Where the Dead Go to Die (with 
Mark Allan Gunnells), A Place for Sinners, and The 
Fallen Boys. His short fiction has been published in 
numerous anthologies and magazines.

Brendan Fredericks. Book head. Drinker. Word 
wrangler. Wannabe Muay Thai fighter. Publicist. 
Literary agent. Author manager. Director of 
BFredericksPR. Born and raised in Balmain, Brendan 
still lives in Sydney.

Michael Gillings is a Distinguished Professor of 
Biological Sciences at Macquarie University. His 
primary research area is evolutionary genetics, 
but he publishes and lectures on diverse topics, 
including the Anthropocene, biological diversity 
and conservation, the existential threats of digital 
technology, the human microbiome and the 
evolution of antibiotic resistance. His human biology 
classes attract more than 1000 students each year.

Sam Hawke has wanted to write books ever since 
realising as a child that they didn’t just breed them 
in libraries. She is a lawyer by day, teaches Japanese 
jujitsu by night, and lives in Canberra with her 
husband, two miniature ninjas and two idiot dogs. 
Her debut epic fantasy, City of Lies, was released in 
2018.

David M Henley is director and publisher at Brio 
Books, and head of the Fantastica imprint. He is the 
author of a futuristic thriller, The Hunt for Pierre Junior 
(The Pierre Junior Omnibus).

For ten years, Mitchell Hogan put off his dream of 
writing; then he quit his job and wrote A Crucible of 
Souls, winner of the 2013 Aurealis Award for Best 
Fantasy Novel. Now an author of seven novels 
across four different series, he is eternally grateful 
to the readers who took a chance on an unknown 
self-published author.

Robert Hood is an award-winning writer of various 
forms of speculative fiction, including horror, dark 
fantasy, weird, crime, and science fiction. Once 
referred to as "Aussie horror's wicked godfather," 
Robert's most recent book is Peripheral Visions: The 
Collected Ghost Stories, a massive work that covers 
his lengthy career, which was declared winner of the 
2015 Australian Shadows Award for Best Collection.

Dionne Lister is USA Today’s bestselling fantasy 
and cozy mystery author. A Sydneysider, editor, 
avid reader, lover of good food and cats, she holds 
an associate degree of creative writing and self-
published her first novel in 2012. She has since 
published numerous novels and still has her sanity, 
or so she likes to believe.

Catherine McKinnon is an award-winning writer 
of novels, plays and short stories. Her most recent 
novel, Storyland, was shortlisted for the 2018 Miles 
Franklin Award, the 2018 Barbara Jefferis Award and 
the 2018 Voss Literary Prize, longlisted for the 2018 
Indie Book Awards, and was named one of ABC TV’s 
The Book Club’s Five of the Best in 2017.

Margaret Morgan is a novelist and screenwriter 
with a background in law and biological science. 
Her speculative fiction thriller, The Second Cure, was 
published by Penguin Random House in 2018 and 
she is currently working on its miniseries adaptation 
with Bunya Productions.

Freelance editor Abigail Nathan has run Bothersome 
Words Editing & Writing Services for over ten years. 
She has edited for Australian trade publishers, 
including HarperCollins, Penguin Random House 
and Hachette, as well as publishers in the UK and 
USA. She also works regularly with emerging and 
self-publishing writers — editing, mentoring, and 
helping them to develop their work.

Shauna O'Meara is a three-time Aurealis Award 
finalist whose stories have been published in 
Interzone, Cosmos Magazine, On The Premises and 
Everything Change as well as several Australian 
anthologies. 

Mykaela Saunders is a Koori and Lebanese 
working-class, queer creative and critical 
writer, and researches Indigenous Futurisms 
at the University of Sydney where she also 
teaches Indigenous Studies seasonally. She 
was born in her ancestral Dharug lands in 
Sydney’s west, and grew up between there 
and Tweed Heads as part of the Minjungbal-
Nganduwul community. She now lives in 
Melbourne.

Cat Sparks is a multi-award-winning 
Australian author, editor and artist. Career 
highlights include attaining a PhD in science 
fiction and climate fiction, five years as 
fiction editor of Cosmos Magazine, running 
Agog! Press, studying with Margaret 
Atwood, 75 published short stories, a 
collection and a far future novel, Lotus Blue. 
She’s a regular panellist and speaker at 
speculative fiction events.

Keith Stevenson is the author of Horizon, 
a science fiction thriller published by 
HarperCollins Impulse, editor of Dimension6, 
the free electronic magazine of Australian 
speculative fiction, and publisher with 
coeur de lion publishing.

Tiffany Tsao is the author of the humorous 
fantasy novel, The Oddfits, and its sequel, The 
More Known World (AmazonCrossing). Her 
literary thriller, Under Your Wings, came out 
with Penguin in 2018. She has also translated 
three books from Indonesian into English, 
including Norman Erikson Pasaribu’s queer 
speculative poetry collection, Sergius Seeks 
Bacchus (Giramondo, 2019).

Based in Sydney, Kyla Ward has written 
short fiction, articles and poetry, including 
Stoker, Ditmar and Rhysling nominees, and 
won one-third of an Aurealis Award for her 
co-written novel, Prismatic. An actor (in 
Sydney's only Grand Guignol theatre) and 
occasional playwright, she has travelled 
widely and rhymed adventurously. Her 
interests include history, occultism and 
scaring innocent bystanders.

Shirley Jackson Award winner Kaaron 
Warren was guest of honour at the World 
Fantasy Convention in 2018 and will be 
guest of honour at Stokercon and New 
Zealand’s Geysercon in 2019. Kaaron has 
published five novels (Tide of Stone the most 
recent) and seven short story collections, 
including her most recent, Primer to Kaaron 
Warren.
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