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From our Chair
As this is my first year as Chair, I want to
acknowledge and thank our outgoing Chair,
Eleanor Limprecht, for her dedicated leadership
and many years of service on the Board of
Writing NSW. Eleanor’s guidance and advocacy
have been instrumental in shaping the strong,
values-led organisation we continue to build
upon today.

2024 has been a year of growth, consolidation,
and reinvigorated purpose for Writing NSW.
Building on the momentum of 2023, we’ve seen
continued expansion in our services, strong
engagement from our growing membership, and
significant achievements across professional
development, mentorships, and regional
outreach.

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our CEO,
Sophie Groom, for her exceptional leadership
and tireless work on behalf of writers across
NSW. The refreshed team has been focused on
strengthening our support for writers across the
state and ensuring the long-term resilience of
this vital organisation. I look forward to what
Sophie and the team will accomplish in the years
ahead.

Board Update
Our board is comprised of volunteers, and our
members generously donated their time in 2024.
We welcomed several new faces to the board
from the publishing and writing community,
including Kajal Narayan, Laura Eadie, Christine
Ratnasingham and Jarrah Dundler. I would also
like to thank our outgoing members, Sophie
Stern and Nardi Simpson, for their expertise,
energy, and unwavering assistance. In addition,
I’d like to thank our other current board
members, Shankari Chandran, Chloe Michele
and Fiona Hazard. I’m deeply grateful for their
insight, collaboration and commitment
throughout the year.

Finance
Writing NSW delivered a significantly increased
surplus, thanks to prudent cost management and
the continued success of our course offerings.
This financial strength reflects the team’s
thoughtful stewardship, positioning us well to
meet the challenges and capitalise on the
opportunities ahead. We continue to maintain
strong financial reserves, enabling us to achieve
sustainability despite ongoing funding uncertainty.
The attached audited accounts and Treasurer’s
report give the full details.

Throughout the year, we have remained firmly
guided by our strategic goals: to expand support
for NSW writers and their careers; champion the
full diversity of our writing community; lead in
digital innovation; and ensure a strong financial
and organisational foundation for the future.

In Conclusion
2024 has reminded us that while external
challenges—from funding shifts to sector-wide
pressures—continue to impact the literary
landscape, our commitment to writers in NSW
remains unwavering. With a growing and diverse
community, thoughtful leadership, and a renewed
focus on accessibility and inclusion, Writing NSW
is well-positioned to support, empower and
advocate for writers across the state. We are
proud of the role we play in helping writers thrive
creatively and professionally, and we remain
dedicated to providing the space, resources and
community needed to sustain their work. Our
belief in the power of writing—and in those who
write—continues to drive everything we do.

Adam van Rooijen



From our CEO
I'm delighted to share our 2024 Annual Report
with you, highlighting a year filled with growth
and achievement for Writing NSW and its
members. We’ve found many opportunities for
improvement and expansion this year, while
continuing to deliver core services to writers
around the state.

In 2024 we strengthened our team by recruiting
new staff members with extensive experience in
arts management and a wealth of personal
experience in writing, publishing and
performance. Their contributions are already
enriching our organisation's work. We're grateful
to have new members join our volunteer Board
also, bringing in new voices from the literary
world and benefitting us with their expertise in
fundraising, policy, and industry.

Writing can be a lonely profession, and we see
our work providing support, information, learning,
networking and solidarity to writers as crucial. We
take great pride in being a source of strength
and camaraderie for writers in New South Wales,
fostering a sense of community and connection,
alongside all of the practical services we offer.

As a result, we’re thrilled to report a significant
increase in our membership base, reflecting the
value and support our organisation and
community offers to writers. Our membership is
now the highest it has been in over seven years.
Our professional development program has also
received excellent feedback, with 90% of
participants rating our courses very good to
outstanding in 2024. 

We're proud of the many milestones we've
achieved this year. We hosted over 470 writing
group meetings, assisted almost 10,000 writers
with high-quality, subsidised professional
development services, hosted over 500 writers
at our community write-in events, and answered
over 3,000 queries from individual writers. 

At our home base in Callan Park, we ran a very
successful pilot Writer in Residence program with
Inner West Council, and provided eleven
dedicated spaces to write in the building
throughout the year. We visited the regions from
Central Coast to southern NSW with our Inside
Publishing program, taking publishing
professionals to meet and share their expertise
with regional writers. Our mentorships yielded
wonderful results this year, with over half of our
previous Cultivate Emerging Writers from Diverse
Backgrounds achieving publication, and one of
our previous Boundless Indigenous Mentorship
winners achieving a three-book deal with a major
publisher. And as you’ll see throughout this
document, there’s so much more. From those big
achievements, to the small, day-to-day
interactions over a cup of tea here at Writing
NSW, it's a true joy to get to work with so many
inspiring writers across the state!

As we look forward through 2025 and beyond,
Writing NSW remains steadfast in our
commitment to fostering a supportive community
for writers, empowering diverse voices across
the region, and working collaboratively to tackle
the challenges the literature sector faces.

With very sincere thanks to our team, our board,
our funding partners Creative Australia and
Create NSW, our sector partners, and our
community for their enthusiasm, support and
collaboration throughout 2024.

Sophie Groom



From our Treasurer
For the year ended 31 December 2024, Writing
NSW achieved a surplus of $86,984 (2023:
$46,038). This is a good result, with a higher
surplus than 2023 despite a reduction in
revenue, $722,795 (2023: $783,749). Lower
revenue was largely driven by lower grants
received from Create NSW. Writing NSW's
continued financial stability is a tribute to the
work of the Writing NSW team, who continue to
improve the success of the course program and
keep a firm hand on expenses. 

Retained surpluses of $762,647 provide a strong
financial position for Writing NSW to meet the
challenges of 2025 and beyond. 

Writing NSW has maintained its financial
governance, risk management and controls
throughout 2025 and received an unqualified
audit opinion.

Writing NSW continues to be under the
stewardship of an excellent team, with a
thoughtful strategy and plan for the future and
the financial resources to deliver that plan. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank the
staff of Writing NSW for their hard work and
commitment and the members for their
continuing support of this vital organisation. 

Eliza Twaddell



Our Mission, Values 
and Vision for the Sector

Our Mission
Writing NSW fosters a vibrant and diverse writing
culture in NSW, connecting and supporting
writers from all backgrounds, across all genres,
and at all stages of their careers.

Our Values
Community
Creativity
Diversity
Professionalism
Support

Our Vision for the Sector

NSW has a thriving literature sector that helps shape our collective
identity, contributes new ideas and innovation to our creative
industries and economy, and supports a diverse community of
writers.



Membership

>1500
+12% on 2023

Gender

19%>80%
Female

<20%
Male Survey respondents who

identify as culturally or
linguistically diverse

Sydney 43%
Western Sydney 16%
Regional NSW 36%
Other 5%

Accessibility

67%13%
Survey respondents report an
income level lower than the
median Australian income

3%
Survey respondents who are

Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islanders

Membership & Constituency 

Location Cultural Diversity

First Nations

Survey respondents who
identify as d/Deaf or having 

a disability

Income

Self-reported results collated from Writing NSW Annual Survey of over 400, and aggregated membership data

Our membership base continued to grow steadily in
2024, a trend we’re pleased to see year on year. We are
deeply grateful to the many members who have been
with us for years — in some cases, even decades — and
we’re equally delighted to welcome those who joined
for the first time this year. This growing and engaged
community is at the heart of everything we do. 
Our annual survey in 2024 received an exceptional
response, with over 400 people providing thoughtful
and detailed feedback on how we’re tracking and what
more we can do to support them. This feedback plays a
vital role in shaping our services. While we’re proud of
the strength and loyalty of our membership and
constituency base, we also recognise the importance of

continuing to grow in representation and reach. Our
constituency remains predominantly female, and while
we are beginning to see greater diversity across our
community, it is not yet where we would like it to be. We
are committed to making meaningful progress in this
area, with inclusivity embedded in our programming and
planning. In 2024, we were pleased to welcome more
members from regional areas, and we have committed
plans underway for 2025 and beyond to better serve
members who identify as d/Deaf or as having a disability.
Our community continues to reflect the broader reality of
the writing sector, with most individuals on modest
incomes — a reminder of the importance of our role in
advocating for writers and providing accessible support.



Participation

>1600
in learning-based
courses, events,
workshops and

seminars

Course Delivery Method

In-person

Online, on-demand

Online, live

Satisfaction

90%
rated our courses

very good,
excellent or
outstanding

Professional Development

In 2024, our courses and professional development
programs continued to thrive, with strong and growing
engagement from the writing community. Over 700
people took part in our courses throughout the year,
and more than 1,600 engaged with our broader suite of
professional development offerings. Participant
feedback remained overwhelmingly positive, with over
90% rating our courses as very good to outstanding — a
reflection of the quality and relevance of our teaching
and support.

We continued to offer both in-person and online
learning, with growth across both formats. Our on-
demand course catalogue received a refresh in 2024,
with further additions currently in development for
release in 2025. We also expanded our course offerings
to include more genre fiction content and new sessions
focused on the business of writing — recognising the
need to support writers in building sustainable careers.
This year also saw the addition of several new tutors to
our teaching community, including Hayley Scrivenor,
James McKenzie Watson, Michelle Law, and Melanie
Saward, each bringing valuable insight and energy to
the program.

In 2024, we also experimented with course formats,
introducing shorter seminars and intensives to provide
greater flexibility for participants. These new, more
affordable options were designed to make our
programs more accessible to writers with limited time or
tighter budgets, while still maintaining the high quality of
instruction we’re known for. Across all our offerings,
we’ve worked hard to keep prices deeply subsidised,
ensuring access for as many writers across New South
Wales as possible, while also safeguarding the long-
term viability of the organisation.



Tutors Employed in 2024



Boundless Mentorship Cultivate Mentorship Novel Next Steps

Mentorships & Prizes

Presented in partnership with
FNAWN and Text Publishing,
this is a year-long mentorship
for an emerging Indigenous
writer working on a longform

piece of writing, paired with an
established Indigenous writer
expert in the winner’s genre. 

Winner

Mentor

Varuna Fellowship Other Prizes

Five mentorships for emerging
writers from culturally and

linguistically diverse backgrounds

Winners

Mentor

Joshua Abrokwah
Sonny Arifien
Marwa Hijazi
Lina Jabbour
Judi Morison

Highly Commended
Michael Gunawan

An Ngo
Skye Paez

Eugen Bacon

Kalem Murray
for his work
Regression 

Dr Mykaela Saunders

Judge
John Morrissey

Presented in partnership with
Dr Bruce McCabe, this is a

scholarship to provide access
for a young writer under 30 to
attend Writing NSW’s flagship
course, Year of the Novel. It

also includes a writing
residency in Callan Park. 

Winner
Lucinda Davies

for her work in the fantasy
genre exploring the flaws of

Arthurian stories
 

Presented in partnership with
Varuna the National Writers

House, this competition
awards a fellowship at Varuna

to one talented NSW writer

Winner
J Marahuyo
for her work

Disclosures of Violence

Judges
Kavita Bedford
Tom Langshaw

Dr Katharine Pollock

Runners Up
Kimberley Knight
Adrian Mouhajer

Writing NSW supported a host
of other prizes and

opportunities for writers in
2024. This support included

free memberships to our
organisation, professional

development opportunities,
promotional support, outreach

and more. 
Partners included:

The Whitlam Institute 
What Matters? 

Essay Competition
Overland Literary Journal

Subscriberthon
Steph Bowe Prize for 

Young Writers
University of Sydney Union

A selection of the year’s programs and winners



First Friday
A series of free monthly online interviews with leading
industry experts, offering practical advice to those
seeking to create sustainable careers in the sector.
Topics covered in 2024 include: crafting multi-disclinary
careers, magazine publication, arts’ workers careers,
festival curation, editing journals and creating regional
arts communities.

Industry & Networking

Inside Publishing
Providing regional writers with access to top publishing
professionals from Sydney, in partnership with regional writers’
festivals. This year’s program included panels on the role of
agents in the publishing process, achieving publication in
literary journals, self-publishing and the role of prizes in winning
a publishing contract.

In addition to serving as an in-person hub for around 300 writers each week, Writing NSW delivers a range
of industry-focused programs designed to foster connection, share knowledge, and provide accessible
support to writers at all stages of their careers. Below are just a few highlights from this year’s professional
and networking initiatives.



Within two months of completing the
residency in July 2024, I had signed a
book deal with Allen & Unwin. Bringing
my manuscript to a publishable
standard is owed in no small part to the
time I spent working on it at Writing
NSW, and I would strongly recommend
the experience to any emerging writers
who are looking to take the next step in
completing their first full-length
project.

– ELEANOR KIRK

This program is remarkable because it is
holistic, offering a) medium-term use of
an office space, which allowed me to
embed myself in the creative community
at Writing NSW, b) free membership of
Writing NSW and access to a writing
workshop to gain new knowledge and
improve the technical side of my craft, c)
access to publishers and mentors, and d)
a financial stipend to allow me to lessen
my work commitments.

– EDA GUNAYDIN

In 2024, we significantly expanded our openness as a venue, deepening our connection with the
broader community and enhancing the way our spaces support creative work. 

We were proud to offer pro bono use of the venue to over 14 community and arts organisations — a
reflection of our commitment to inclusivity and collaboration. At the same time, we increased
commercial venue hire, generating valuable income that directly supports our core mission of
championing writers and their work.

It was also a strong year for in-house creative activity. We hosted 11 residency spaces throughout the
year, giving writers dedicated time and space to focus on their craft within a supportive environment. In
particular, our two Inner West Council Writers in Residence, Eda Gunaydin and Eleanor Kirk, spent six
months in our writers' studio, making the most of the opportunity to develop new work. Their presence,
along with our new weekly and monthly community “Write-In” events brought a great deal of creative
energy to the space, making 2024 a busy and inspiring year for writing at our venue.

Residencies & Community

creatives credited Writing
NSW for our support in
achieving publication or

performance of their work
in our 2024 annual survey

119
Felicity Castagna, Eda Gunaydin and Eleanor Kirk at the Inner West Council 

Writer in Residence discussion panel, Balmain Library



Find A Writer
Introduced in 2023 and refined and expanded in
2024, Find a Writer is Writing NSW’s online writer
profile listing providing promotional support for
writers who are available for work or seeking to
collaborate with others.

Whether their expertise is in ghost writing, school
visits, editing, copywriting, public appearances or
transcription, Find A Writer allows professionals from
across Writing NSW’s community to connect with
those seeking their services.

Writers on Writing
Weekly advice on the craft of writing from expert practicioners in the field. Advice shared in 2024 included:
character creation, research skills, point of view, finding an authorial voice, self-exposure in memoir,
overcoming blocks, observation as a writing skill and much, much more.

Digital Hub
Writing NSW manages over a dozen free writing resource programs on our website, including the below,
that are viewed by hundreds of thousands of writers every year.



Our Team in 2024



THANK YOU
We are very grateful to our volunteers, especially our hard-
working Board; our dedicated and passionate staff; our
highly-engaged members and constituents; and our principal
funding partners, Create NSW and Creative Australia, for
making our work possible.

NSW Writers’ Centre Inc
Callan Park Lilyfield NSW 2040
Phone 02 9555 9757
writingnsw.org.au
ABN 55 552 981 839 
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